
  

 

Matchbox Children’s 
Theatre Presents 

HENRY & RAMONA 

Matchbox Children’s Theatre has a 
wonderful cast for HENRY & 
RAMONA. The title characters are 
Henry Huggins played by Gabe 
Benedict and Ramona Quimby by Alix 
Kermes. Merissa Kittleson plays her 
older sister Beezus. As an interesting 
note, Alix and Merissa got such 
enthusiastic response to the Ramona 
and Beezus characters they created 
when MCT presented RAMONA 
QUIMBY two years ago, that they 
were invited back to recreate their 
characters for this script.  

There are many more delightful 
characters in this play. Newspaper 
boy Scooter McCarthy is played by 
David Albino and the other newspaper 
carriers are; Maxie by Alex Rausch, 
Shawn by Samone Read and Joe by 
Eli Riley. Dylan Diekmann portrays 
Henry’s faithful dog Ribsy. Leland 
Bissinger plays Henry’s father Mr. 
Huggins, with Angela Donovan as his 
mother, Mrs. Huggins. Henry’s friend 
Robert is Ian Bissinger and Michael 
King takes on the role of Byron 
Murphy, “the new kid”. Johnna 
Kermes is newspaper District 
Manager Mrs. Capper and Halla 
Nelson plays her daughter, Judy. 
Other members of the versatile cast 
who make up the neighborhood on 
Klickitat Street are Lauren Krusemark 
as Mary Jane, Jasmine Hultgren as 

Lisa, Phillip Riley as Roger and Olivia 
Phanchan as the eccentric Bessie 
Peabody. The voice of Sheriff Bud is 
Tristan Bissinger and the Voice of the 
TV Announcer is Tim Elbertson, 
Meteorologist from 6 News First. 

 

Matchbox Production Crew 
Creates Theatre Magic 

HENRY & RAMONA is the second 
production of MCT’s 31st season. 
Janet Anderson is the Director, 
working with Assistant Director, 
Angela Donovan. Talented Set 
Designer, Paul Burger is in charge of 
designing and building the set to fit 
the theme of setting the play in the 
1950’s era. HENRY & RAMONA is 
based on the popular children’s books 
by Beverly Cleary. The original stories 
were written in the 1950’s and MCT 
decided it was the ideal setting for this 
play. There have been interesting 
challenges in staying as true as 
possible to the time period with set, 
costumes and props.  Ariel Phan, 
Devin Riley, Morgan Kittleson 
and members of the cast 
assisted in the building of the 
set.  Angela Donovan served as the 
Costume Coordinator as well as being 
the Assistant Director and playing the 
role of Mrs. Huggins. Johnna Kermes 
also took on multiple roles by 
portraying Mrs. Capper, creating the 
costume for Ribsy along with helping 
with other costumes and props. Milly 
Burroughs and Susan Palmer also 

worked on the costume crew. Lauren 
Krusemark is the Stage Manager. 
Scott Anderson shared his expertise 
with the Light and Sound Design plus 
working on set construction and 
props. Tristan Bissinger is the Sound 
and Light Operator for all 
performances. Kelly Kittleson is the 
choreographer. The props were 
gathered and coordinated by 
Samantha Johnson and McKenzie 
Anderson with the help of Angela 
Donovan, Sean Donovan, Janet 
Anderson and the cast. 

 

Well-Deserved Thanks! 

The Matchbox Board of Directors 
wishes to thank Arens Heating & 
Cooling, Sterling Main Street, Hy-Vee, 
KAAL TV 6, KAUS Radio, the Historic 
Paramount Theatre and its Staff - 
Scott Anderson and Janet Glaser, 
Michael Veldman and Friends, Austin 
Daily Herald, Morgan Kittleson, 
Games People Play, Godfather’s 
Pizza, Austin Post Bulletin, the 
wonderful Families of the Cast and 
Crew, and anyone else inadvertently 
omitted from the program! 

 

 

 

 

We’ve MOVED!!! 
Matchbox Children’s Theatre new 
office and storage is located at 328 
North Main Street in the lower level 
of Hill, Larson, Walth & Buhs P.A. 
and across from Piggy Blues.  Our 
office hours are Mondays and 
Thursdays, 4:00pm – 6:00pm.  The 
MCT phone number is 437-9078.  Do 
you have an event coming up 
needing a costume?  Give us a call.  
We rent to individuals and groups. 

 

As a courtesy to fellow 
audience members  

and the actors… 

Please  turn off all cell phones 

and pagers.   
 

The use of flash photography 
during performances 

is absolutely prohibited. 
The concession stand closes at 

the start of the performance. 
 

 

 

COMING UP NEXT…… 

PECOS BILL AND 
 SLUE-FOOT SUE  

MEET THE DIRTY DAN GANG 

March 31, April 1 & 2, 2006 
 

Auditions  
Sunday & Monday, 

 February 19th & 20th , 2006 

6:30-8:30 pm 

At the Matchbox Office 

328 North Main St. 

Ages 12-Adult 

 



 

 
Donations may be sent to: 

Matchbox Children’s Theatre 

P.O. Box 576 Austin, MN  55912 

 

 

   Special  VIP Club: 

 Sponsors: (Gift of $250+) 
    

Hubbard Broadcasting-  Richard & Belita Schindler 

    KAAL TV 6 Maple Island Park Assn. 

Austin Daily Herald   

 

 

 100 Club  Benefactors: 

 (Gift of $100)  (Gift of $50) 
 

Jerry Girton  William & Michelle Kinney 

Bonnie & Tim Rietz Penny Kinney 

  In Memory of Glenna Pesonen 

  LL Hage & Siding & Windows 

  Richard & Anne Waldman 

  Jim & Milly Burroughs 

  Anonymous 

 

 Patrons:  Friends: 

 (Gift of $35)  (Gift of $20) 
                                         

Mr. & Mrs. David Gilderhus Gordie & Donna Handeland 

The Kleis Family Patricia Andresen              

Anonymous  Paul & Kim Jacobson     

                            

 

 

           

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the books by Beverly Cleary 

Adapted by Cynthia J. McGean 

 
Produced by special arrangement  

with The Dramatic Publishing Company 

 

Friday, February 3, 2006 at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, February 4, 2006 at 2:00 pm 

Sunday, February 5, 2006 at 2:00 pm 
 

Historic Paramount Theatre 

125 4th Ave NE – Austin, MN  
 Sponsored by 

                Hubbard Broadcasting  

                              Foundation  

Austin Daily 

Herald 



  

 

                           and KAAL TV6 


